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In Maine there are new efforts underway to coordinate land use decisions with transportation planning and or municipal comprehensive planning.

Most of these are voluntary efforts, lack significant funding and are in their early stages. (some of these were described by Kathy Fuller at the Transportation submeeting):

.  The Beginning with Habitat (BwH) program was created in 2000 with the goal of providing municipalities with the data and tools to prevent

poorly planned development that leads to the loss, degradation, and

fragmentation of habitat for the native plants, animals and natural

communities of Maine.  Every 10 years, the State requires all

municipalities to write comprehensive plans that include sections on

natural resources and land use planning.  BwH provides municipalities

and land trusts on a voluntary basis access to comprehensive natural

resource data and provides hands-on assistance in interpreting and using data for planning purposes. To date, more than 100 towns have received this data. BwH represents a dynamic approach to disseminating natural resource data to local planners.  The program brings together the expertise and resources of the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, the Maine Department of Conservation, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, The Nature Conservancy, the Maine State Planning Office, Maine Audubon, and Maine's 13 Regional Planning Commissions.  The BwH program is now having initial coordination meetings with MaineDOT. The Beginning with Habitat program signifies a dramatic change in the manner in which the State provides Maine's natural heritage information to towns, land trusts, watershed groups and other organizations. This program is funded primarily through small grants. Its funding is not guaranteed for this year.

Recommendation: While the focus on the program is on habitat protection,it can serve as a guide for other planning, including transportation and other land use for the purpose of Green House Gas reductions. Support program funding.

.  Gateway One is a long-term land use and transportation planning

projects developed by MaineDOT and coordinated with Route 1 towns from

Brunswick to Prospect. Gateway 1 will ultimately give MaineDOT and the

towns a long-term, regional plan for growth around the Rte. 1 Corridor,

incorporating each town's land use and transportation needs. This is an

opportunity to proactively plan for growth along the Corridor as a

region. The Gateway 1 process will allow communities and the MaineDOT to evaluate where they want to be in 20-30 years and build land use

policies and transportation infrastructure in support of these goals.

Gateway 1 will be funded through a mix of federal and state dollars.

MaineDOT is funding phase one, which is expected to cost $300,000 for

preliminary outreach and data collection over the first nine months.

Recommendation: Support additional funding of this pilot project and

determine where else in Maine such increased coordination would be

useful.

.  The revision of The Sensible Transportation Act (rule expected next

session) could provide an opportunity to make an explicit connection

between municipal comprehensive plans and the reduction of GHG

emissions. 
Recommendation: Provide incentives (priority order etc) through Maine

DOT to encourage compact mixed-use development and cross municipal

planning.

.  Land for Maine's Future is a program designed to support opens space

(open space, working forest, farms, water access) conservation at a

local and state-wide level. Funding has run out.

Recommendation: Support a substantial land bond to be placed on November

ballot

